
Equity, Inclusion and Diversity Subcommittee
Remote

September 22, 2020 @ 4:00 p.m.
Open Meeting Minutes

PRESENT: Priscila Sousa (Chair), Karen Dempsey, Geoff Epstein, William LaBarge

ABSENT: None

OTHERS PRESENT: Assistant Superintendent of Equity, Diversity, and Community Development
Joseph Corazzini, Woodrow Wilson Elementary School Principal Purnima DeMorais and Vice
Principal Darlene Pugnali, Executive Assistant to the School Committee Joanna Hastry
_____________________________________________________

Call to Order
The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:07 p.m. She noted all in attendance and said that the
meeting was being held remotely, was being broadcast live on Facebook, and was also being
recorded.

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Discussion and Vote on Recommendations on Renaming the Woodrow Wilson Elementary
School
Ms. Sousa said that members of the public who spoke at a School Committee previously
regarding this topic are here to speak on the subject.  Jonathan Rivers and his daughter and
student Layla Rivers spoke about how removing a racist namesake is a small step in a list of
many changes needed, and to look at who we have representing the buildings and schools, and
what the ideals are we are wishing to teach the students.  They said that there are over 1,500
signers on the petition Layla created to rename the school.  Woodrow Wilson Elementary
School Principal Purnima DeMorais and Vice Principal Darlene Pugnali shared a presentation on
a proposed process for gathering input and renaming the school including the criteria for a
name and the timeline for collecting nominations.  Discussion on who should be involved in the
process and how, such as a possible public hearing, and how the current name was selected
based on being a popular President at the time.
Motion:  To recommend to the full School Committee approval of beginning the input process
of renaming Woodrow Wilson Elementary School to be led by the Woodrow Wilson community,
including the Principal and Vice Principal.
Moved: Ms. Sousa Seconded: Mr. LaBarge
Discussion:  Discussion on how the current Policy FF:  Naming Schools does not include the
process of gathering name suggestions, and how that should be done in this situation, such as
with a working group.  Discussion on getting more information on how the other schools were
named.

1 | Page



Roll Call Vote: Unanimous 4-0-0 (Yes:  Dempsey, Sousa, Epstein, LaBarge)

Initial Discussion on Equity Audit Results from Mass Insight and Next Steps
Assistant Superintendent of Equity, Diversity, and Community Development Joseph Corazzini
said they just received the final and full Equity Audit report yesterday and it was provided in the
packets.  Members asked about what action steps the District is looking to take after reviewing
the audit results, why in one chart discipline seemed to be going up and then went down and if
that was due to less punitive measures, looking at what inherent biases staff may have such as
with discipline, looking at students with disabilities achievement levels as well as making sure
correct wording is used and not special needs, and looking at all policies and decisions through
an equity lens.  Discussion on reviewing the results further and creating a future agenda based
on what members see as priorities and then a future School Committee agenda item to discuss
the results.

Discussion On How To Recognize LGBTQ History Month for October
The Chair said this conversation was started at the last School Committee meeting with
suggestions on how to recognize LGBTQ History Month.  Discussion included partnering with the
City Council for a proclamation, speaking with the Gender and Sexuality Alliance (GSA) for their
thoughts on how the District can be more inclusive, and how the GSA is invited to the next
School Committee meeting.
Motion:  To recommend to the full School Committee to raise pride flags at all schools and to
start considering gender neutral bathrooms at the secondary levels to recognize LBGTQ History
Month in October.
Moved: Mr. Epstein Seconded: Mr. LaBarge Roll Call Vote: Unanimous (4-0-0)
(Yes:  Dempsey, Sousa, Epstein, LaBarge)

Discussion and Vote on Recommendations on Equity Training for the Full Committee Including
an Offer from a Member of the Public
Discussion on looking at Equity Training for the full School Committee including considering the
offer from a member of the public to provide cultural sensitivity/competency training, to look at
trainings that have been done in the past, to start with implicit bias and then moving to other
topics, and having Mr. Corazzini to provide information of options of training to discuss at a
future meeting.

Approval of Minutes
Motion: To approve the June 3, 2020 minutes.
Moved: Mr. Epstein Seconded: Ms. Dempsey Roll Call Vote: Unanimous (4-0-0)
(Yes:  Dempsey, Sousa, Epstein, LaBarge)

Adjournment
Motion: To adjourn.
Moved: Mr. Epstein Seconded: Ms. Dempsey Roll Call Vote: Unanimous (4-0-0)
(Yes:  Dempsey, Sousa, Epstein, LaBarge)
Meeting adjourned at 5:56 p.m.

Meeting Materials

2 | Page



Agenda
Policy FF - Naming Schools
Slides on Renaming Woodrow Wilson School Process
Equity Audit Final Report and Resources
Draft June 3, 2020 Minutes

These minutes were approved by the Framingham School Committee in Open Session on
December 15, 2021.
These minutes were sent to the City of Framingham for posting on December 16, 2021.
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